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The explanation probably lies partly in the fact that the
bishops and higher ecclesiastics were themselves the persons
most concerned, and partly because, at the beginning of
the reign, the task of restoring order in the kingdom after
the turbulence which had prevailed during the latter part
of the reign of John, also fell to the bishops. The office
of chancellor, although an essentially secular position in-
volving the expenditure of much time and labour, was one
of great dignity and importance, and was generally held
by an ecclesiastic. Nor were the bishops always prepared
to renounce their privileges, and during the reign of
Henry III the office was held at different times by the
bishops of Durham, Chichester, Bath and Wells, and
Worcester.1 On the other hand, it must also be admitted
that the bishops elect of Coventry and Lichfield, Carlisle,
Ely, London, and York resigned, but all of these had been
clerks with cures of souls while holding the office of
chancellor or keeper.2 The secular activities of ecclesiastics
did not always pass without comment. Peter des Rievaux,
who had been brought up as a clerk but discarded the
tonsure when he entered the king's service, was expelled
from court in 1234 on the fall of his uncle, the Bishop of
Winchester, with a threat that if he did not resume the
tonsure he would lose both his eyes. He fled with the
Bishop of Winchester but, being summoned before the king
to render an account of his ministry he appeared * in habitu
clericali cum tonsura et lata corona '.3 A typical example
is that of Stephen Segrave. He had been brought up as an
ecclesiastic but c changed his clerical profession to that of
arms *. From 1218 to 1230 he was a justice at Westminster
and many years went on circuit as justice itinerant, being
chief justiciar in 12 3 2. He was also in 1219 made Governor
of Sauvey Castle in Leicestershire, and in the three follow-
ing years was sheriff in the counties of Lincoln, Essex,
Hertford, and constable of the Tower of London. In 1228
he became Sheriff of Bedford and Buckingham and then of
Warwick, Leicester, and Northampton for life. In 1234 he
1 See Foss, Judges of England; also L. B. DIbben, < Chancellor and Keeper of
the Seal under Henry III' (E.H.R. xxvii. (1912) 39).
* Dibben, op. cit.                                                             3 Foss, p. 455.